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MARK T. SKINNER WEST ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Mark T. Skinner West Elementary School is a 780-student replacement school in Chicago’s 
West Loop neighborhood. As the conceptual designer and Architect of Record for the Public 
Building Commission of Chicago, SMNG A designed this new school on a tight urban site 
to be more space effi cient than previous CPS prototypes. Demolition of the existing school, 
utility coordination, and site preparation occurred simultaneously with development of the 
school design. 

The school forms one edge of a larger campus plan that includes the adjacent Skinner Park. 
Classrooms face the mature tree canopy and long vistas of the park. Portions of the school 
containing public spaces were developed as a Community Core, easily isolated from the 
rest of the school for after-hours community use. The highest point of the Community Core 
is a clerestory-lit, 3rd floor library offering views of the entry plaza and vegetated roof. The 
vegetated roof is irrigated with storm water captured in a historic water tank. The tank was 
reclaimed from a nearby industrial building and restored for its new use as a teaching tool. 
Other sustainable design features include effi cient mechanical systems, a bio-swale, 
permeable paving, and day-lighting controls. The design team issued a credit interpretation 
to the USGBC which led to cost savings of approximately $280,000 to the project.

Skinner was among the fi rst LEED Gold certifi ed buildings under the USGBC LEED for 
Schools program.

Owner
Public Building Commission 
50 W. Washington, Rm. 200
Chicago, IL 60602

Contact
Frank Sobkowiak
P: 312.744.3090

Budget
Budget: $28,361,777
Final Cost: $24,974,173
    
Size
101,000 SF

Completion Date
2009

Key Staff
Ken Schroeder, Director
Todd Niemiec, Proj. Mgr.
Chey Hsiao Taylor,  Proj. Arch.
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